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You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important

Hello Honorable City Council, 

Free Holiday Parking
My husband Will and I, owners/operators of Gum Tree Shop and Cafe, are writing today
in support of Free Holiday Parking for Four Weeks, November 27- December 25th.  This
beloved community tradition signals the holidays have arrived in the beach cities.  Our
customers come in so happy when they see the red bags on meters, and when we post it
on our socials they are some of the most liked posts of the year!

The free parking program with festive red bagged meters are so important during the
crucial holiday season for downtown Hermosa businesses.  South Bay residents have
many shopping options during the holidays, and we need need to make the Hermosa
experience the absolute best we can in order to stay competitive.  

After your last meter parking decision of a couple of weeks ago our meters in Hermosa
are now the highest of the three beach cities downtown areas.
HB meters $3 an hour
MB meters $2.50 an hour
RB meters $2 an hour
Manhattan Village, The Point and Del Amo—Free Parking Always

Please consider the impact you will have on our business community if you take away any
days of the free holiday parking meters.  And it’s not just the business community that
will be affected, it’s your local residents who love this program.  It’s a cherished holiday
tradition in Hermosa Beach.

Employee Parking Passes-----we would like to give some feedback on the new
employee parking permit program.  For 17 years we have purchased three employee
parking permits (one for our full time manager, and one each for myself and my husband)



and have been able to park on Monterey.  Now as it stands the employee permits only
work on yellow meters in downtown.  There are no yellow meters downtown above
Manhattan Avenue, and this has created a big problem for employees/business owners
on upper pier.  I have spoken to many of my upper pier neighbors who are dealing with
this situation as well.  We generally used to park on Manhattan Ave or Monterey in the
daytime, when most residents are not home, and parking on Monterey is plentiful.  Yellow
meters are generally right in front of businesses and are actually the last place you want
employees to take up parking.

In addition, we own the building at 238 Pier, and we are not able to get parking permits
as the owners of a commercial building.  This is an easy fix that should be implemented
asap, as property owners we pay both our property tax and sales tax and we should be
entitled to parking permits that allow us to park close to our building/business. 

Thank you for your time.

Lori Ford

CEO/Co-Founder

www.gumtreela.com

Think Globally, Shop and Eat Locally!




