
DISCUSSIONS AND DIRECTION TO CITY 
STAFF REGARDING REMOTE PARTICIPATION 
AT CITY MEETINGS AS WELL AS OTHER 
FORMAT AND OPERATIONAL CONCERNS 
RELATED TO CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

City of Hermosa Beach



Background
• During the COVID-19 pandemic and consistent with applicable 

health orders, the Hermosa Beach City Council and other City 
Boards and Commissions met exclusively via Zoom.

• At it’s August 10, 2021 meeting, City Council authorized the 
continuance of a hybrid format in response to the COVID-19 
declared emergency.

• Community members and the general public continue to have 
the option to participate remotely (via Zoom audio) or in 
person for City Council only:

• The City Council and Board and Commissions have moved to 
in-person meetings.



Background Cont.
• The City Council nor any Board or Commission adopted 

formal policy or action relating to remote participation 
beyond the COVID-19 pandemic.

• At its September 26, 2023, City Council meeting, City 
Council was the target of a coordinated attack where 
multiple members of the public flooded the City’s Zoom 
meeting requesting to comment.

• In addition to Hermosa Beach, other jurisdictions that still 
allow remote participation by the public have also 
experienced similar “Zoom bombs” with racist, 
antisemitic, bigoted, and sexist remarks.



Analysis
• The Brown Act does not legally mandate that the public be 

allowed to participate remotely. Only if a member of the City 
Council attends the meeting under the remote participation rules 
under AB 2449 does the Brown Act require that the public also be 
allowed to attend and participate remotely:
o AB 2449, among other things, allows remote participation for “just cause” 

or “emergency circumstances” without identifying and making this 
remote location accessible to the public;

o The “old” Brown Act teleconferencing rules that require notice on the 
alternative location on the agenda and access to the public similarly 
does not require that the City allow remote participation by the public-
unless they are physically present at the alternative location



Analysis Cont.
• Staff surveyed other jurisdictions to gage the use of virtual public 

participation via Zoom or similar platform. 
• The basic findings of the survey indicate that of the 73 responding 

jurisdictions, including eight in the South Bay, 66 offered remote 
participation during the COVID-19 pandemic. A total of 25 
jurisdictions have since discontinued the allowance of remote 
participation and 10 of those jurisdictions continue to stream their 
meetings via Zoom for viewing purposes only. 

• Additionally, findings indicate that the 73 jurisdictions have 
handled virtual public participation and public comment on their 
respective agendas uniquely, but within the parameters of State 
law.



Virtual Public Participation Survey
The list of respondents to the survey is found below. South Bay Cities are bolded.



Staff Recommendation
Staff recommends City Council discuss and 
provide direction regarding the continued use 
of remote (Zoom) public participation at City 
Council meetings, application of any remote 
public participation policies to other City Boards 
and Commissions, and any other format or 
meeting policies City Council would like to see 
implemented, modified, and/or removed.
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